THE SHOEMAKER ASTEROID IMPACT HYPOTHESIS – A CASE OF RESISTANCE BY SCIENTISTS TO SCIENTIFIC DISCOVERY
1) What was the prevailing general theory in Anglo-Saxon geology at the time [which Eugene Shoemaker, too, had been taught as a student]? How did it relate to the origin of craters?

2) What was unusual in Shoemaker’s background and experience that made him unusually “prepared” to accept the idea that craters were caused by asteroid impact?

(Several things).

3) Why was Shoemaker's asteroid impact hypothesis first strongly resisted by his fellow geologists? Besides that he had the “wrong” theory, what may have been other reasons? Consider the existing evidence for asteroid impact at the time, and the kind of evidence that would be needed to convince self-respecting geologists, and other things.
4) What were the different types of new evidence that Shoemaker brought to the scientific community in at least two different publications, without being believed? What was the journal Nature’s attitude? What did it finally take to convince his resistant colleagues?
